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CC Dockets 98-171. 90-571. 92-237, 99-200, 95-116, 98-170 

Dear Ils. Dortch: 

The Anierican Associalion of People w i t h  Disabilities (XAPD) appreciates the 
opportunity LO submit comiiients to the FCC as it considers reforming the contribution 
inethodolog for thc universal service fund (LSF). As the largest national nonprofit 
cross-disability memher organiration 111 the Gnited States, AAPD urges the Commission 
to consider 111s potential detrimental inipacr of proposed changes on lowincome and 
iiueti-income coiisumers. many of  whom arc people with disabilities. 

As Ainericans with disabilities often l ive on k e d  or limited incomes and arc more 
lih-el) to be ~ineniployed Ihan .4inericans Lvitliotit disabilities, we are particularly 
coiiccrncd wit11 the proposal to switch from a reveuuc-based funding mechanism to a 
coiiiicctioii-based one. We hcl ieve thii t  a connection-based universal service fee \\auld 
ttiif:iirly burden lowinconic and Io\v-voItime (those who make few calls) customers ~ 

rhose iiirerided to benciit from the universa l  service yoals. Under this methodology. 
custonizrs LI 110 make few interstale calls would be assessed the same as custoniers, 
Incli!lling businesses. ~ c h o  inale many interstate calls. [n other uords. low-volume and 
pi.imariIy residential customers u o u l d  bear the same universal service fund contribution 
as a lhi:.li-voltimc iresidential or business customer. 

111 additioli. \\e are coiiccrncd about how this proposed funding mechanisni will 
ilnpact ustrs of pre-paid \ \ i rcIcss s e n  ices. M'ircless phones can offer constiinei-s the 
benefits o f  sarety, scctiri ty and coni eiiience. However because many people with 
disabiliiics l i i e  011 limited or tixed incoines. they are often unable to qualify for or afford 
ce l l  plioiie senice .  Pre-paid wireless services provide an option for those who want but 
couldn't otherwise afford cell phonc senice .  Chanzing the USF mechanism from 
rcvcnuc-based to connection-hased \\'auld significantly increase the cost of prc-paid 
~ ~ i r s I s s s  coiiipaiiics' L'SF contributioiis ibhich would force companies to increase the 
w g e  charyes tbr such services. \.\'e tirye the Commission to ensure that any changes to 
the L:SF mechanism do nor inad\.ertently r3isc the cost of pre-paid wireless serv ice  to the 
detrimenr of those who need i t  the most. 
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L'niversal service is verq important to people with disabilities. It  helps ensure the 
delivery of affbrdable and accessible telecommunications services to all Americans, 
including people with disabilities in high-cost areas and on limited incomes, schools, 
libraries arid rural health providers. 4APD urges the FCC to retain the current system of 
assessiny iiniversal senice  contributions based on interstate revenues and to ensure that 
any moditications to that system do not inadvertently h a m  the vcry population universal 
s e n i c e  is intended lo help. 

Si ncercl y. 

Andre\\ J .  Imparato 
President and CEO 
,American Association o f  People with Disabilities 


